Contact name & address

Nenagh Eire Og GAA club

MacDonagh Park,

Nenagh, 

Co Tipperary

Website: www.nenagheireog.com Phone number: 353 67 33513 Fax number: n/a
Jersey colours
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Please indicate the colours (and stripe position etc.) Of your kit

Navy Blue and Sky blue

Club name (English and Irish)

Nenagh Eire Og - Éire Óg An tAonach
Year founded (and reformed if appropriate)

See Club history section
Sports played (and categories of each)

Hurling, Football, Handball, Camogie

Catchment area (brief description)

Nenagh town and environs.

Location and buildings (name, brief description of grounds and/or clubhouse etc.)

Facilities include, two playing pitches, sports and social amenity hall complete with stage, changing rooms with shower rooms and toilets, fitted kitchen, shop, 40’ x 20’ handball alley, raised viewing area, offices, meeting rooms, gym and hurling alley. Our facilities are recognised as one of the leading venues in the County. The club has staged many National League fixtures and various other Central Council Fixtures. Our handball alley has been the venue for many provincial and All-Ireland championships. 

Trophies won

Divisional Championships - 145 titles
Senior Hurling (7) 1915, 57, 64, 92, 93, 98, 2001
U21 Hurling A (6) 1979, 80, 81, 82, 93, 94.
Minor Hurling (15) 1938, 47, 48, 49, 51, 53, 55, 69, 77, 78, 79, 89, 91, 92, 2007,2008
Interm…Hurling (1) 1947 (St Mary’s)
Junior Hurling (5) 1953, 62, 83, 99, 2000
U16 Hurling (9) 1972, 75, 79, 82, 88, 90, 92, 2005, 07,08
U15 Hurling (3) 1968, 69, 70
U14 Hurling (8) 1972, 73, 74, 78, 88, 96, 2003, 05
U13 Hurling (3) 1966, 67, 70
U12 Hurling (6) 1972, 84, 2001, 02, 03, 07
U12C Hurling (2) 2004, 05,
Senior Football (7) 1989,91, 92, 94, 95, 96, 97
Intermediate Football (4) 1962, 74, 88, 98
Junior Football (4) 1962, 74, 85, 86
U21 Football A (11) 1981, 83, 84, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94
Minor Football (8) 1977, 83, 86, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92
U16 Football (12) 1973, 75, 79, 85, 87, 88, 89, 90, 94, 95, 2005, 06
U14 Football (14) 1971, 72, 73, 74, 78, 79, 86, 87, 88, 92, 2001, 03, 05, 07
U12 Football (18) 1971, 72, 73, 74, 76, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 94, 99, 2003, 05, 07
County Titles – 41 titles

Senior Hurling (1) 1995
Senior Football (2) 1911,1915.
U16 Hurling (5) 1975, 79, 82, 88, 90
U14 Hurling (5) 1972, 73, 74, 88, 2003
U16 Football (2) 1988, 90
U14 Football (1) 1986
U12 Football (3) 1972, 84, 90
U101/2 Hurling (3) 2002, 06, 07
Intermediate Football (2) 1988, 1998
Junior Hurling (3)  1947,1983, 2000
Junior Football (2) 1914, 1986
U21 Hurling A (5) 1979, 80, 81, 82, 93
U21 Football A (2) 1991, 93
Minor Hurling (5) 1969, 77, 78, 91, 92,08
Minor Football (1) 1990
All-Ireland Titles - 2 titles
All Ireland club 7 a side champions 1996, 2008
History (brief history of club’s development, please enclose - 500 words max)

Hurling has a long history in Nenagh, being played there long before the founding of the GAA. The first game played under the new rules after the founding of the GAA was between a Nenagh team John Mitchells and a Lorrha selection. However we have to wait until 1915 for Nenagh to win its first Senior title (North Tipperary) when they defeated Moneygall in the final. Some of the names on that team were Frank McGrath. Billy Flannery, Bill Coonan, Mick Egan and  Martin Ayres.

Following 1915 and a troubled period in Irish history, hurling was forced to take a back seat and it was not until 1926, with the emergence of the Red Rovers that hurling came to the forefront again. This Red Rovers team was drawn from a small area of the town around the Birr Road and the Turnpike. The team was drawn from a small number of families, with very many brothers being involved. They subsequently changed their name to Eire Og. Some of the prominent players from that period were Bobby and Tucker Morgan, Chris Kennedy, Dick Hogan, Paddy Rohan and John “Hyder” Ryan.  The old Nenagh club was still in existence at this time, drawn mainly from around Pound Street and there were many sterling duels between these two teams. It was after witnessing one such duel that a local curate, Fr. Hayes decided to try to amalgamate the two teams. He succeeded and the clubs united in 1947 under the name St. Mary’s. 

The new club had instant success winning the North Intermediate Title and County Junior Title in its first year. Some of the people involved in this new St Marys team were Jack Nolan, Billy O' Brien, Eddie John McGrath, Tom Brophy, Jimmy Spearman, Toddy Bolger, Chris Kennedy, Bart Coffey etc. They contested a North Senior Final in their early years but success at senior level eluded St. Mary’s. There were however many successes at minor level with one particularly noteworthy occasion in the 195O’s when they won the North Minor hurling and football titles on the same day with 11 of the hurlers going straight back onto the field to assist in winning the football. St. Mary‘s survived as a club until the mid 195O’s when, during a low period, it was decided at an AGM to change the club’s name to Eire 0g.  The first big success for this club came when it won the North Senior Championship in 1957 and again in 1964. The club has since won North senior titles in 1992, 1993, 1998, 2001 and a County Senior Title in 1995.

St Marys and Eire Og, have supplied very many players to Tipperary, especially at Minor level. It was a common occurrence during the 40’s and 50’s to have two and three players from the club represent Tipperary at Minor level and many of these Tipperary teams won All-Ireland’s – there are a lot of All Ireland Minor All-Ireland hurling medals, held by players from the club.  

At Senior level, the most prominent player from the club is of course Mick Burns who holds 5 All-Ireland senior medals and Johnny McGrath, a member of the 1958 All-Ireland team. Many other players from the club have played senior with Tipperary down through the years but 1989 stands out as a milestone for the club with 3 players – John Heffernan, Conor O Donovan and Michael Cleary on the Tipperary team that finally bridged an 18 year gap to capture an elusive All-Ireland.

Major events (in the club history…new grounds, achievements, disasters etc. Please enclose)

The club grounds have undergone a long history of development to arrive at what today is a sports and leisure complex that club members and the community generally can be proud of. Sunday Sept 27th 1942 saw the fulfillment of the hopes and dreams of a number of staunch GAA people in Nenagh and throughout North Tipperary when the club grounds situated at MacDonagh Park in Nenagh were officially opened. The whole project cost £2,510 at that time

The first committee were

· Chairman Frank McGrath 

· Vice-Chairman Tomas Cleary 

· Secretary Martin Gleeson 

· Treasurer Patrick McGrath 

· Committee: Patrick Hackett, Matt Hogan, Pat Crowe, Michael Brennan, James Mackey, Dan O Keeffe, John Dwyer, Con Cleary, W. J. Chadwick, James O ‘Sullivan, Tomas Costello, J Rice, Michael Moylan. 

In March 1987, a committee under the guidance Ger Gavin and other club officers including, Jimmy Morris (Club Treasurer) and Jimmy Minogue (Club Secretary) set out with the aim of building a facility which reached fruition in 1989 when “the complex” was officially opened by John Dowling the then President of the GAA. The committee that made this possible comprised people from all walks of life within the parish. Their dedication and commitment could not be equalled and they can, without question take their proud place in the club’s history.  In 1997 a magnificent new stand was added and officially opened by Mr Joe McDonagh the then President-elect of the GAA. In 2005 a state of the art hurling alley was added to complete what is today a sports and social facility for the people of Nenagh and the community at large to be proud of. 

Eminent members (from club’s history…players, administrators etc.)

Club Players who have won All Ireland medals
Senior Hurling - William J Spain 1890 (S.F. 1887) : Jack Darcy 1925 : Mick Darcy 1924,1925 : Seamus Bannon 1949 : John McGrath 1958 : Mick Burns 1958, 1961, 1962, 1964, 1965 : Michael Cleary 1989, 1991 : Conor O Donovan 1989, 1991 : John Heffernan 1989
Under 21 Hurling - Roger Coffey 1979, 1980 : Brian Heffernan 1979, 1980, 1981 : Michael Kennedy 1980 : Philip Kennedy 1980, 1981 : PJ Maxwell 1980 : Jim O Sullivan 1981 : John Flannery 1985 : Declan O Meara 1995 : Kevin Tucker 1995

Minor Hurling - Tom Brophy 1933 : John McGrath 1949 : Edward McGrath 1952 : Phil Hennessey 1952 : Paddy Hallinan 1953 : Mick Burns 1955 : Michael Gilmartin 1955 : Anthony Tierney 1956 : Devere Reynolds 1956, 1957 : Paddy Kearns 1957 : Paudie Kennedy 1957 : Michael Griffin 1976 : Dennis Finnerty 1980 : John Flannery 1982 :  Paul Ryan 1998 : Michael Heffernan 2006, 2007 : Patrick Murphy 2007

Intermediate Hurling - Paddy Hallinan 1963  : Michael Kearns 1963 : John Darcy 1972

Junior Hurling - Jim Murray 1926 : Dan Gleeson 1933 : Jimmy O Riordan 1933
Junior Football - Chris Bonnar 1998 : Kevin Coonan 1998  : Jim McAuliffe 1998

Masters  Hurling - Conor O’Donovan 1983, Philip Hennessey 1983, Rody Cawley 1983

Camogie - Ciara Burns 1990 & 1992
Handball – Junior SBS - Joe Hassett 1930, Michael McMahon 1935
Handball – Junior SBD - Micksey O’Gorman & Joe Bergin 1937, Sgt John Rice & Michael McMahon 1941, Paddy Kennedy & Dinny Carey 1949
Handball – Junior HBS - Micksey O’Gorman 1945, Paddy Kennedy 1949, Connie Cleere 1959, 1960
Handball – Junior SBD - Micksey O Gorman & Joe Bergin 1937, Sgt John Rice & Michael McMahon 1941, Paddy Kennedy & Dinny Carey 1949
Handball – Junior HBD - Micksey O Gorman & Joe Hassett 1937, Tommy Cleere & Connie Cleere 1960
Handball –Senior SBS - Joe Bergin 1948, 1948
Handball –Senior SBD - Ned Hassett & Joe Hassett 1934, 1935, 1936, 1937, 1938, Joe Bergin & John O Rourke 1947, Joe Bergin & Jackie Sweeney 1949, 50, Joe Hassett & Jack O Brien 1951, 1952
Handball –Senior HBD - Connie Cleere & Paddy Hickey 1963, 1972
Handball – Emerald Masters - Paddy Gleeson 1997
Handball – Diamond Masters  - Michael “Boysie” Hogan 2000
North Tipperary – Hurlers’ of the Year 

Conor O Donovan 1987 SH : Michael Cleary 1989 SH  : Kevin Tucker 1993 SH : Eddie Tucker 1995 SH : John Heffernan 2001 JH : Hugh Maloney 2004 SH, 2007 SH  : Michael Heffernan 2007 MH
North Tipperary – Footballers’ of the Year 

 Kevin O Carroll 1988 : Michael Kennedy 1989 : Mark Sheahan 1991 : Kevin Coonan 1992, 1998 : Richie Flannery 2004 : Lenny Ryan 2005.
Club members who became Board Officers

North Tipp Board
Frank Maloney, Chairman 1908
William Flannery, Chairman 1915-1921
Frank McGrath, Chairman 1922,1923 : 1926-1931
Thomas Malone, Chainman 1939 - 1943
Rev E Murphy, Chairman 1944-1955
Martin O Connor, Chairman 1976-1978
Jimmy Minogue, Chairman 2002-2004

William Flannery Vice- Chairman 1913- 
Tom Cleary Vice- Chairman 1933
Thomas Malone Vice- Chairman 1933 :1936
J Sheehan Vice- Chairman 1936
James Burke Vice- Chairman 1939
Jimmy Minogue, Vice- Chairman 1999-2001
Robert McGann Vice- Chairman 1940
Rev J Minihan Vice- Chairman 1946
Martin O Connor, Vice-Chairman 1970-1971

Frank McGrath President 1934-1965
Michael Moylan President 1969-1973

Mick Moylan, Secretary 1921-1964
Padraig O’ Meacair, Secretary 1978-1989

Michael Kelly, Treasurer 1901-1942
Matt Hogan, Assistant Treasurer 1929-1942
Matt Hogan, Treasurer 1943-1960
Tom Brophy, Treasurer 1961-1964
Jack Kennedy, Treasurer 1972-1975

Tommy Mulcahy, Registrar 1992-2007

North Tipp Board - Bord na nOg Officers
Tommy Mulcahy Chairman 1980
John Lawlor Secretary 1964-1967 : 1969(Sep-Dec)
Tommy Mulcahy Secretary 1968-1969

County Board
Michael Gleeson, Chairman 1888
Frank Maloney, Chairman 1907-1910
E.M.Walsh, Secretary 1887
Martin O Connor, Treasurer 1978-1987, 
Martin O Connor, Development Officer 1988

Frank McGrath was Tipperary representative on Central Council from 1919-1954 and was Tipperary representative on Munster Council on and off from 1917-1936. He was Chairman of the Munster Council from 1936-1940 and also refereed the 1920 and 1921 Senior Hurling Munster Finals. In addition he was the manager of the Tipperary All-Ireland winning team of 1925 and the Tipperary Team who toured America in 1926 and won the title “World Champions”. Frank R Moloney was reported as having attended the inaugural G.A.A meeting in the Billiards Room at Hayes Hotel Thurles on the 14th Nov 1884. At the first Annual Congress  on the 31st October 1985 Pat Hoctor and Frank R.Moloney were elected Vice-Presidents of the G.A.A. Thomas Malone was Vice Chairman of The Munster Council from 1946-1949.
The club has supplied many great players to county teams down through the years at all levels. However five players from the club deserve special mention having won all-Ireland medals with Tipperary at Senior level. First of the All Ireland medal winners with Tipperary were Johnny McGrath, a man of great hurling ability and a very imposing physical presence. Mick Burns was a tremendous wing back gifted with wonderful skill who holds 5 senior All Ireland medals having played in seven All Ireland senior finals. Among those who saw him in his prime, Mick Burns will be remembered among the greatest. John Heffernan a classy back won a senior All Ireland medal in 1989 and is the holder of an astonishing collection of over 20 North and 12 County titles in hurling and football in a playing career spanning over 30 years with the club. He also captained the club in its first ever County Senior hurling final in 1993. Conor O Donovan was a prince among Full Backs. He was a dual All Ireland Senior and was selected Guardian player of the year and hurler of the year in Tipperary in 1987. He is the first and only man to captain a county final senior hurling winning team with the club. Michael Cleary was a brilliant forward with dazzling ball skills which made him a four time All-Star. Undoubtedly one of hurling’s finest, he is the holder of 2 All Ireland Senior medals and was manager of the 3 in a row Tipperary All Ireland winning camogie team, 
Nenagh Éire Óg won the Club of the Year award in 1979 and Ger Gavin was elected Munster clubman of the year in 1989.  Nenagh Eire Og together with Kiruane jointly hold the record for successive victories (4 in-a-row) in the Tipperary County U21 hurling Championship. Eire Og were victorious in 1979, '80, 81 and '82. Pat Lee has won 7 county medals in 7 successive years with Nenagh Eire Og. They were: minor hurling 1977, 1978. U/21 Hurling   1979, 1980, 1981, 1982. Junior hurling 1983.  Philip Kennedy became the first player ever to receive the All-Ireland U/21 Hurling trophy on two occasions in 1981 & 1980 as Tipperary captain. P.J. Maxwell captained Tipperary at Minor level in 1977 and at U21 level in 1980 and became the first clubman to bring home silver as captain of a successful Tipperary Team. Robbie Tomlinson also captained Tipperary at Minor level in 1992 and at U21 level in 1994. Phil Hennessy (Snr) was nominated at left half forward in the Sunday Independent lists of the best players ever who did not win an All-Ireland medal. 
Photographs…please provide us with photographs relevant to any of the above (team shots, buildings etc.)  

5 photographs accepted – please provide scanned attachments via e-mail.

MacDonagh Park – Club grounds
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MacDonagh Park opening - Program cover 
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Mick Burns who won 5 All Ireland Senior Hurling medals: 1958, 1961, 1962, 1964, 1965.

[image: image4.jpg]



1989 was as a milestone year for the club with 3 players – John Heffernan, Conor O Donovan and Michael Cleary on the Tipperary team that finally bridged an 18 year gap to capture an elusive All-Ireland.
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The club won their first County senior hurling championship in 1995.
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